
HOÄI ÑOÀNG TOØA THAÙNH VEÀ GIAÙO DAÂN

(Pontificium Consilium Pro Laisis) 

1620/90/AIC-50

SAÉC LEÄNH 

     Sau khi ñaõ xem xeùt vaø nghieân cöùu kyõ löôõng baûn vaên “Caùc Nguyeân Taéc Caên Baûn Cuûa Coäng Ñoaøn 
Ñoàng Haønh”, do Ñaïi Hoäi Theá Giôùi cuûa hieäp hoäi tín höõu aáy chaáp thuaän taïi Guadalajara (Meã-taây-cô) 
ngaøy 7 thaùng 9 naêm 1990, sau ñoù ñeä trình Hoäi ñoàng Toøa Thaùnh veà Giaùo Daân ñeå xin ñöôïc pheâ chuaån 
theo Giaùo luaät,  

     Cuõng nhôù ñeán “Caùc Ñieàu Leä Toång Quaùt Cuûa Coäng Ñoaøn Ñoàng Haønh”, ñaõ ñöôïc Ñaïi Hoäi Theá Giôùi 
treân ñaây pheâ chuaån,  

     Nhaän thaáy Coäng Ñoaøn Ñoàng Haønh tieáp noái chaët cheõ Hieäp Hoäi Thaùnh Maãu do cha Gioan Leunis, S.J. 
khôûi xöôùng, maø nguoàn goác coù daáu veát töø “nhöõng nhoùm giaùo daân phaùt trieån sau naêm 1540 ôû nhieàu nôi 
treân theá giôùi qua saùng kieán cuûa thaùnh I-nhaõ vaø caùc baïn” (NTCB, lôøi môû ñaàu 3), 

     Vì quí troïng hieäp hoäi ñaùng kính ñaõ ñöôïc thieát laäp do troïng saéc Omnipotentis Dei cuûa Ñöùc Thaùnh 
Cha Greâgoârioâ XIII (ngaøy 5 thaùng 12 naêm 1548), sau ñoù ñöôïc xaùc nhaän vaø khích leä do nhieàu taøi lieäu Toøa 
Thaùnh, ñaëc bieät laø Hieán Cheá Bis Saeculari cuûa Ñöùc Thaùnh Cha Pioâ XII (ngaøy 27 thaùng 11 naêm 1948), 
laïi trôû neân phong phuù nhôø nhöõng göông maãu thaùnh thieän vaø thaønh quaû toâng ñoà,  

     Löu taâm ñeán söï daán thaân tích cöïc cuûa “nhöõng ngöôøi nam cuõng nhö nöõ, tröôûng thaønh cuõng nhö coøn 
treû, thuoäc moïi thaønh phaàn xaõ hoäi, muoán theo saùt Chuùa Gieâsu Kitoâ hôn, vaø coäng taùc vôùi Ngöôøi ñeå xaây 
döïng Vöông Quoác, ñaõ nhaän thaáy Coäng Ñoaøn Ñoàng Haønh laø ôn goïi ñaëc bieät daønh cho hoï trong loøng Hoäi 
Thaùnh”, phuø hôïp vôùi ñaëc suûng vaø linh ñaïo rieâng cuûa hoï (x. NTCB, phaàn 1), 

     Nhôù laïi Hieäp Hoäi Coäng Ñoaøn Ñoàng Haønh Theá Giôùi ñaõ ñöôïc nhìn nhaän nhö moät Toå Chöùc Coâng Giaùo 
Quoác Teá, vaø Caùc Ñieàu Leä ñaõ ñöôïc Toøa Thaùnh pheâ chuaån ngaøy 31 thaùng 5 naêm 1971 sau giai ñoaïn ba 
naêm thöû nghieäm,  

     Chieáu theo qui luaät hieän haønh cuûa Giaùo Luaät lieân heä ñeán caùc Hieäp Hoäi tín höõu trong loøng Hoäi 
Thaùnh,
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XAÙC NHAÄN Coäng Ñoaøn Ñoàng Haønh laø moät Hieäp Hoäi tín höõu quoác teá coâng coäng, thuoäc quyeàn Toøa 
Thaùnh, theo caùc khoaûn 312 vaø keá tieáp cuûa boä Giaùo Luaät hieän haønh, 

vaø PHEÂ CHUAÅN “Caùc Nguyeân Taéc Caên Baûn” cuûa Hieäp Hoäi naøy, baûn vaên chính goác ñaõ ñeä trình vaø 
ñöôïc löu giöõ trong Vaên Khoá cuûa Cô Quan. 

Moät ñieàu raát coù yù nghóa laø Toøa Thaùnh pheâ chuaån “Caùc Nguyeân Taéc Caên Baûn Cuûa 
Coäng Ñoaøn Ñoàng Haønh” ñuùng vaøo dòp Naêm Toaøn Xaù möøng sinh nhaät thöù 500 cuûa 
thaùnh I-nhaõ vaø möøng kyû nieäm 450 naêm ngaøy thaønh laäp Doøng Chuùa Gieâsu. Vì vaäy, 
taát caû thaønh vieân Coäng Ñoaøn Ñoàng Haønh phaûi ghi loøng taïc daï ñieàu cha ñaùng kính 
Peter-Hans Kolvenbach vieát khi ngaøi neâu baät “naêm kính thaùnh I-nhaõ khoâng nhaèm 
muïc ñích naøo khaùc ngoaøi vieäc canh taân, trong Thaùnh Thaàn, ñôøi soáng toâng ñoà, caû treân 
bình dieän caù nhaân cuõng nhö treân bình dieän coäng ñoaøn”, lieân keát vieäc möøng naêm 
Toaøn Xaù moät caùch ñaëc bieät vôùi “taát caû nhöõng ngöôøi nam cuõng nhö nöõ hôïp taùc thaân 
thieát nhaát vôùi Doøng hoaëc ñöôïc gôïi höùng töø linh ñaïo thaùnh I-nhaõ” khi gaén boù vôùi 
“Linh Thao theo nghóa chaët cheõ vaø ñuùng ñaén nhaát”. Chuùng toâi xin Chuùa Gieâsu ban 
ñieàu ñoù, nhôø lôøi chuyeån caàu cuûa Ñöùc Trinh Nöõ Maria raát thaùnh, maø Coäng Ñoaøn 
Ñoàng Haønh ngay töø ñaàu cuõng nhö sau ñoù vaãn töï coi laø ñöôïc lieân keát saâu xa vôùi Meï, 
vaø trong Meï, Coäng Ñoaøn Ñoàng Haønh vaãn luoân luoân tìm ñöôïc nguoàn höùng veà loøng 
trung tín vôùi Chuùa Gieâsu cuõng nhö vôùi loøng nhieät thaønh toâng ñoà vaø thöøa sai “ñeå toân 
vinh Thieân Chuùa hôn”. 

Laøm taïi Vatican ngaøy 3 thaùng 12 naêm 1990, 
ngaøy leã kính thaùnh Phanxicoâ Xavieâ. 

Paul J. Cordes                    Hoàng Y Eduardo F. Pironio
Phoù Chuû tòch        Chuû tòch
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PONTIFICIUM CONSILIUM PRO LAICIS 

1620/90/AIC-50

DECREE

Having considered and carefully studied the text of the "General Principles of the Christian Life 
Community", approved by the World Assembly of that association of faithful in Guadalajara (Mexico) on 
7th September 1990, and subsequently submitted to the Pontifical Council for the Laity for canonical 
approval,

Also bearing in mind the “General Norms of the Christian Life Community", approved in the same 
Assembly, 

Recognising in the Christian Life Community the joint continuation of the Marian Congregations 
initiated by Jean Leunis, S.J. which still trace their origins to "those groups of lay people that developed 
after 1540 in different parts of the world through the initiative of Saint Ignatius Loyola and his 
companions" (General Principles, preamble 3), 

In appreciation of a venerable association erected by the Bull Omnipotentis Dei of His Holiness Gregory 
XIII (5 December 1584), sustained and encouraged subsequently by numerous pontifical documents, 
particularly by the Apostolic Constitution Bis Saeculari of His Holiness Pius XII (27 November 1948) 
enriched by examples of holiness and apostolic fruits, 

Taking into account the actual commitment of "men women, adults and youth, of all social conditions 
who to follow Jesus Christ more closely and work with him the building of the Kingdom, who have 
recognised Christian Life Community as their particular vocation within the Church” in accordance with 
their own charism and spirituality (cfr General Principles, part 1), 

Recalling that the former World Federation of Christian Life Communities was recognised as an 
International Catholic Organisation and that its Statutes were approved by the Holy See on 31 May 1971 
after a period of three years ad experimentum, 

Also considering the actual norm of the Code of Canon Law relative to Associations of the faithful within 
the Church, 

THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR THE LAITY 

CONFIRMS the Christian Life Community as a public international Association of faithful, of pontifical 
right, in accordance with canons 312 and following, of the present Code of Canon Law, 

AND APPROVES its "General Principles" presented in their original form and deposited in the Archives 
of this Dicastery. 

It is highly significant that this pontifical approval of the "General Principles of the Christian 
Life Community" occurs precisely in the Jubilee year, which celebrates the 500th 
anniversary of the birth of St. Ignatius Loyola and the 450th anniversary of the founding of 
the Society of Jesus. Therefore all the members of the Christian Life Community should take 

Part I
16



4

to heart what has been written in the letter of Rev. Fr. Peter-Hans Kolvenbach when he 
points out that "the Ignatian year has no other purpose than the renovation, in the Spirit, of 
the apostolic life, both personal and at community level", associating with this celebration in 
a special way "all those men and women who collaborate most intimately with the Society or 
who take their inspiration from Ignatian spirituality" while embracing "the Spiritual  
Exercises in all their rigour and authenticity". This we ask of the Lord through the 
intercession of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, to whom the Christian Life community regards 
itself as profoundly and traditionally united from its very beginnings and in whom it has 
always wished to inspire its fidelity to the Lord and its apostolic and missionary zeal "for the 
greater glory of God". 

Given at the Vatican, on 3 December 1990, 
the feast of St. Francis Xavier. 

Paul J. Cordes Eduardo F. Card. Pironio 
Vice-President President 
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