HOI PONG TOA THANH VE GIAO DAN
(Pontificium Consilium Pro Laisis)

1620/90/AIC-50
SAC LENH

Sau khi d3 xem xét va nghién cttu ky Iudng ban vin “Cdc Nguyén Tic Cin Bin Cla Cong Poan
Doéng Hanh”, do Pai Hoi Thé& Gi6i cla hiép hoi tin hitu Ay chip thuin tai Guadalajara (M&-tiy-co)
ngay 7 thang 9 nim 1990, sau d6 d¢ trinh Hoi dong Toa Thanh vé Gido Dan dé xin dugc phé chuin
theo Gido luat,

Ciing nhé dén “Céac Piéu Lé Tdng Quét Clia Cong Poan Pdng Hanh”, di dugc Pai Hoi Thé Gidi
trén diy phé chuén,

Nhin thdy Cong Poan Pong Hanh ti€p ndi chit ché Hiép Hoi Thanh Miu do cha Gioan Leunis, S.J.
khdi xuéng, ma ngudn goc c6 dau vét tir “nhitng nhém gido dan phét trién sau nim 1540 & nhiéu noi
trén thé€ gi6i qua sdng ki€n cla thdnh I-nhd va cdc ban” (NTCB, 18i md dau 3),

Vi qui trong hiép hdi ddng kinh da dugc thi€t 1ap do trong sic Omnipotentis Dei ctia Pic Thanh
Cha Grégorio XIII (ngay 5 thing 12 nim 1548), sau d6 dugc x4c nhan va khich 1& do nhiéu tai liéu Toa
Thanh, dic biét 12 Hién Ché Bis Saeculari cia Pic Thanh Cha Pid XII (ngdy 27 thdng 11 nim 1948),
lai tré nén phong phi nhd nhitng guong mau thanh thién va thanh qui tong do,

Luu tAm dén sy din than tich cuc cda “nhitng ngudi nam ciing nhu nit, trudéng thanh ciing nhu con
tré, thuoc moi thanh phin xi hoi, mudn theo sit Chia Giésu Kitd hon, va cong tic véi Ngudi dé xay
dung Vuong Qudc, di nhan thdy Cong Poan Pong Hanh 13 on goi dic biét danh cho ho trong long Hoi
Thanh”, phit hop vdi dic siing va linh dao riéng ctia ho (x. NTCB, phin 1),

Nhé lai Hiép Hoi Cong Poan Pong Hanh Thé Gidi d¢i dugce nhin nhian nhuw mot TS Chite Cong Gido
Quéc TE, va Cic Piéu Lé di duge Toa Thanh phé chuin ngay 31 thang 5 nim 1971 sau giai doan ba
nam thir nghiém,

Chi€u theo qui luat hién hanh cia Gido Luit lién hé dén cdc Hiép Hoi tin hitu trong long Hoi
Thanh,
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XAC NHAN Cong Poan Pdng Hanh 12 mot Hiép Hoi tin hitu qudc t& cong cong, thude quyén Tda
Thanh, theo cdc khodn 312 va k& ti€p cia bd Gido Luat hién hanh,

va PHE CHUAN “Cic Nguyén Tic Cin B4n” cia Hiép Hoi nay, ban vin chinh géc di dé trinh va
dudc luu gitt trong Vin Kho cta Cd Quan.

Mot diéu rat c6 ¥ nghia 1a Toa Thanh phé chuidn “Céc Nguyén Tic Cin Bin Cia
Cong Poan Pong Hanh” ding vao dip Nim Toan X4 mirng sinh nhit thit 500 cia
thanh I-nhd va ming ky niém 450 nim ngay thanh 14p Dong Chida Giésu. Vi vy,
tat cd thanh vién Cong Poan Pong Hanh phai ghi 1ong tac da diéu cha d4ng kinh
Peter-Hans Kolvenbach viét khi ngai néu bat “ndm kinh thdnh I-nhd khong nhim
muc dich nao khéc ngoai viéc canh tin, trong Thanh Than, d5i s6ng tdng do, ca trén
binh dién cd nhan ciing nhv trén binh dién cong doan”, lién két viéc mirng nim
Toan X4 mot cdch dic biét v6i “tat cd nhitng ngudi nam ciing nhu nit hdp tic than
thi€t nhat véi Dong hodc dudc goi hing tir linh dao thdnh I-nhda” khi gin b6 véi
“Linh Thao theo nghia chit ché va ding din nhat”. Chiing tdi xin Chda Giésu ban
diéu d6, nhd 13i chuyén ciu cda Pic Trinh Nit Maria rit thanh, ma Cong Poan
Poéng Hanh ngay tir dau ciing nhu sau d6 van tu coi 1a dugc lién két sau xa v6i Me,
va trong Me, Cong Poan Pong Hanh vAn ludn ludn tim duge ngudn hitng vé 1ong
trung tin vdi Chda Giésu ciing nhu v6i 1ong nhiét thanh tong dd va thira sai “dé ton
vinh Thién Chia hon”.

Lam tai Vatican ngay 3 thadng 12 nim 1990,
ngay I€ kinh thanh Phanxico Xavié.

Paul J. Cordes Hong Y Eduardo F. Pironio
Phé Cha tich Chu tich
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PONTIFICIUM CONSILIUM PRO LAICIS

1620/90/A1C-50
DECREE

Having considered and carefully studied the text of the "General Principles of the Christian Life
Community", approved by the World Assembly of that association of faithful in Guadalajara (Mexico) on
7th September 1990, and subsequently submitted to the Pontifical Council for the Laity for canonical
approval,

Also bearing in mind the “General Norms of the Christian Life Community", approved in the same
Assembly,

Recognising in the Christian Life Community the joint continuation of the Marian Congregations
initiated by Jean Leunis, S.J. which still trace their origins to "those groups of lay people that developed
after 1540 in different parts of the world through the initiative of Saint Ignatius Loyola and his
companions" (General Principles, preamble 3),

In appreciation of a venerable association erected by the Bull Omnipotentis Dei of His Holiness Gregory
XIIT (5 December 1584), sustained and encouraged subsequently by numerous pontifical documents,
particularly by the Apostolic Constitution Bis Saeculari of His Holiness Pius XII (27 November 1948)
enriched by examples of holiness and apostolic fruits,

Taking into account the actual commitment of "men women, adults and youth, of all social conditions
who to follow Jesus Christ more closely and work with him the building of the Kingdom, who have
recognised Christian Life Community as their particular vocation within the Church” in accordance with
their own charism and spirituality (cfr General Principles, part 1),

Recalling that the former World Federation of Christian Life Communities was recognised as an
International Catholic Organisation and that its Statutes were approved by the Holy See on 31 May 1971
after a period of three years ad experimentum,

Also considering the actual norm of the Code of Canon Law relative to Associations of the faithful within
the Church,
THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR THE LAITY

CONFIRMS the Christian Life Community as a public international Association of faithful, of pontifical
right, in accordance with canons 312 and following, of the present Code of Canon Law,

AND APPROVES its "General Principles" presented in their original form and deposited in the Archives
of this Dicastery.

It is highly significant that this pontifical approval of the "General Principles of the Christian
Life Community" occurs precisely in the Jubilee year, which celebrates the 500th
anniversary of the birth of St. Ignatius Loyola and the 450th anniversary of the founding of
the Society of Jesus. Therefore all the members of the Christian Life Community should take
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to heart what has been written in the letter of Rev. Fr. Peter-Hans Kolvenbach when he
points out that "the Ignatian year has no other purpose than the renovation, in the Spirit, of
the apostolic life, both personal and at community level", associating with this celebration in
a special way "all those men and women who collaborate most intimately with the Society or
who take their inspiration from Ignatian spirituality" while embracing "the Spiritual
Exercises in all their rigour and authenticity". This we ask of the Lord through the
intercession of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, to whom the Christian Life community regards
itself as profoundly and traditionally united from its very beginnings and in whom it has
always wished to inspire its fidelity to the Lord and its apostolic and missionary zeal "for the
greater glory of God".

Given at the Vatican, on 3 December 1990,
the feast of St. Francis Xavier.

Paul J. Cordes Eduardo F. Card. Pironio
Vice-President President
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